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Reviews
THE T R E E  O F TALES GROWS EVER GREEN
M aste r  of M iddle E a r th : T he F ic tio n  of J .  R. R . 
T o lk ien , by P au l H. K ocher; Houghton M ifflin, 1972, 
247 p p . .
ONCE upon a tim e , n e a r ly  2 0 y e a rs  ago, an 
in c o rr ig ib ly  savage A m erican  p ro f e s s o r  p u b lish ed  a 
rev iew  of T he L o rd  of the  R ings w hich he m ust 
have fe lt s u re  would b rin g  about the  speedy  d em ise  
of M id d le -e a r th  and the  end of i ts  h is to r ia n  as a w r i t ­
e r .  L uck ily  fo r  both P ro f e s s o r  T o lk ien  and th o se  of 
h is  m any r e a d e r s  who reco g n ize  a g re a t m y th -m a k e r 
when th ey  see  one, the  m an who poked m isgu ided  fun 
at o re s  and hobb its has long s in ce  been p roved  w rong.
Now, a fa r  m o re  g ra c io u s  and en ligh tened  A- 
m e ric a n  P ro fe s s o r  E m e ritu s  (of S tanford  U n iv ersity ) 
h as  m o re  than  am ply  r e s to r e d  the  b a lan ce . P au l H. 
K o c h e r 's  ' M as te r  of M id d le -e a r th  is  ju s t the s o r t  
of study  of T o lk ie n 's  ab ility  a s  a m a s te r  " su b -c re a to r"  
w hich h is  a d m ire rs  have often fe lt  ought to  be w ritten  
and w hich m any of th em  w ill p ro b ab ly  w ish  th ey  had 
had the  good sen se  to  w rite  th e m se lv e s .
D esp ite  T o lk ien 's  d is c la im e r  of any p ro fo u n d er
s ig n if ic a n c e s  in  h is  w ork  beyond th e  le v e l of adven­
tu r e  ta le  s e t  in  " fa e ry , " we have a ll  fe lt  th a t m any  
p ro fo u n d e r s ta te m e n ts  w e re  being m ade about the 
s p i r i t  of m an and i t s  p o s itio n  in  th is  oddly  m u lt i fa r i ­
ous and unex p ected  u n iv e rse ;  o th e rw ise , why should  
we be d raw n  to  r e - r e a d  "T he R ing" and th e  o th e r 
ta le s  y e a r  a f te r  y e a r - - a n d  why should  c h ild re n  r e ­
spond w ith  su ch  keen  d e lig h t to T he H obbit if, in  
fa c t, it w e re  s im p ly  yet a n o th e r  book d ev ised  fo r  
ju v e n ile s  ? T h ese  a r e  the  q u es tio n s  P r o f e s s o r  K ocher 
s e ts  out to  a n sw e r, to  h is  own s a tis fa c t io n  a s  m uch 
a s  to  o u rs .  T he r e s u l t  i s  a th o ro u g h , b r i l l ia n t ,  and 
w a rm ly  sy m p a th e tic  e x p lo ra tio n  of th e  s e v e ra l  "o th e r 
w o rld s"  of w hich T o lk ien  h as  becom e the  m a s te r .
To a p p re c ia te  ju s t  w hat he h a s  done, it  m igh t 
no t be a bad id ea  to  ex am in e  h is  l a s t  c h a p te r  f i r s t ,  
fo r  in  "Seven L e a v e s"  K ocher le a d s  us th ro u g h  T o l­
k ie n 's  m in o r e x c u rs io n s  in to  fa n ta sy  to  a r r iv e  at 
" the  m a s te r  im ag e  of a l l  h is  w o rk , the  T re e  of T a le s ,  
w hich  is  th e  sym bo l of F a e ry . " T h e re  by im p lica tio n  
in  the  e s s a y  "On F a i r y - s to r i e s "  and m o re  o v e r tly  in 
the  fab le  "L ea f by N iggle" (o r ig in a lly  pub lish ed  to ­
g e th e r  a s  " T re e  and L ea f"), i t  r e c e iv e s  i ts  fu lle s t  
em bod im en t, sa y s  K o ch er, in  th e  poem  en title d  
" im ra m , " pub lished  in  T im e  and T id e , D ecem b er 
3, 1955.
A s K o c h e r 's  a rg u m e n t d ev e lo p s, we see  th a t 
th e s e  s o -c a lle d  "m in o r e x c u rs io n s "  re v e a l  a g re a t 
d ea l m o re  about the  m ind th a t gave us M id d le -e a rth  
th an  m ight be expected  at f i r s t  s ig h t. E ven the  l ig h t­
h e a r te d  p a ro d ie s  of h is s e r io u s  th e m e s  a r e  founded 
on T o lk ie n 's  co m m itm en t to  fa n ta sy  a s  " re fre sh m e n t"  
and " re n e w a l" ; m o re  im p o rta n t th an  th a t, th o se  which 
do c a r r y  s e r io u s  o v e rto n e s  re m in d  us not only of 
th e i r  m a k e r 's  high m o ra l s e n s ib il ity  but a lso  of the 
" lim its  to  m a n 's  a c c e s s  to  F a e r y  h au n ts"  w hich is  
one of h is  sa d d e s t and m ost in s is te n t  th e m e s .
T h is , of c o u rs e , is  what m ak es  a ll  o u r encoun­
t e r s  w ith  th e  e lv en -fo lk  so  u n u tte ra b ly  po ignan t when 
we m ee t th em  in th e  m a jo r  w o rk s; fo r  th ey  a re  s h a ­
dowed by the  d es tin y  la id  on th em  to  leav e  the  w orld  
of m an, as m en a re  shadow ed by the  fa te  w hich w ill 
u ltim a te ly  leav e  them  alone on e a r th , la s t  of the 
fiv e  " f re e  p eo p les , " d iv o rced  fro m  hobb its , d w arv es, 
and en ts , a s  w ell a s  e lv e s . AH w r i te r s  about o th e r 
w o rld s  o r  o th e r  p eo p les  know of th is  e s s e n tia l  r e tu rn  
to  hum an iso la tio n ; none h as  exp lo ited  it m o re  fo r c i ­
b ly  o r  m ovingly  than  the  m an who w ro te  of the  need 
fo r  fa n ta sy  and who coined the  w ord " e u c a ta s tro p h e "  
fo r  th e  " n e c e s s a ry  happy ending" of a genuine fa iry  
ta le .
H e re , T o lk ie n 's  in tu itio n  jo in s  Jo sep h  C am p ­
b e l l 's  ap p reh en sio n , in "The H ero With A Thousand 
F a c e s , " th a t "the happy ending of the  fa iry  ta le .  . . 
i s  to  be re a d , not a s  a co n tra d ic tio n , but a s  a t r a n ­
scen d en ce  of the  u n iv e rsa l  tra g e d y  of m an. " T o lk ien  
a lso  s h a r e s  C a m p b e ll 's  p ro found ly  m o ra l view  of the 
h e ro  a s  a p e rs o n  of " se lf-a c h ie v e d  su b m iss io n "  to 
som e goal o r  v isio n  f a r  g r e a te r  than  h im se lf . W here 
th ey  m ight d is a g re e  is  on the n a tu re  of th a t su b m is ­
sion  (which Toynbee a lso  s e e s  a s  the  height of s p i r i ­
tu a l ach iev em en t). F o r  T o lk ien , a s  K ocher p o in ts  
out, i s  a convinced Rom an C ath o lic , w h e rea s  C am p­
b e ll ho lds to  the view  th a t th e re  a re  no gods which 
a re  not of m an 's  c re a tin g .
M o ra l T o lk ien 's  ta le s  c e r ta in ly  a r e ,  a s  K ocher 
no tab ly  d e m o n s tra te s  in  the  m arv e lo u s  c h a p te r  he
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devo tes to S tr id e r-A ra g o rn , a c h a ra c te r  he c la im s  
h as been "the le a s t w ritten  about, the le a s t valued, 
and m ost m isu n d ersto o d "  of a ll the m a jo r c h a ra c te rs  
in  the "R ings" trilo g y . T h is , he po in ts  out, is  p a r tly  
T o lk ien 's  fau lt, because  when he em barked  on the 
s to ry  of the Fellow sh ip  he had no c le a r  idea  who o r  
what the m an w as and had "begun to  d e sp a ir  of s u r ­
viving to  find out. " H ow ever, as  S tr id e r  develops 
into A rag o rn , the High King who should com e, he 
fu lfills  a ll C am p b ell's  re q u ire m e n ts  of the h ero  as 
m agnificen tly  as F rodo  fu lfills  the c irc u la r  journey  
of the h e ro 's  quest.
So, on a le s s e r  sca le , does Bilbo Baggins in 
The H obbit. One of the b est s e rv ic e s  K ocher r e n ­
d e rs  in h is ch ap te r on th is  book is  to c le a r  up the 
m isap p reh en sio n  th a t it m ust be re a d  as a p re lu d e  
to  the trilo g y . It is ,  in fac t, a book designed  fo r 
adu lts  to re ad  to ch ild ren  in such a way tha t both 
d eriv e  m uch p le a su re  and m ore than a l i tt le  in s t ru c ­
tion  fro m  it .  As K ocher pu ts  it, the b est way to ap­
p re c ia te  th is  s to ry  is  to  think of T olkien, o r  ano th er 
adult, ad d ress in g  a f ire s id e  c irc le  of ch ild ren  ea g e r 
to be en te r ta in ed . T his is  how the book was f i r s t  
co n ce iv ed --an d  it re m a in s  by f a r  the best way to s a ­
v o r it ,  a s  any in te llig en t p a ren t o r  te a c h e r  w ill t e s ­
tify . A dm ittedly , som e id eas  and ep iso d es seem  
m o re  su ited  to  the adult m ind than the c h ild 's .  But 
what child  has ev e r re lish e d  being talked  down to - -  
o r  grow n up who has not had to  re a c h  fo r u n d e rs ta n ­
ding of th ings beyond h is y e a rs  ?
A s K o c h e r 's  exam ination  of M id d le -ea rth  d e ­
velops, one rap id ly  se n se s  h is  own deligh t both in 
the  au tho r of h is choice and in  the w orks he has e - 
lucidated  with such loving c a re . One also  becom es 
in c re a s in g ly  aw are of the thoroughness, with which 
T olk ien  has co n stru c ted  h is im ag in ary  re a lm , b u t­
t r e s s e d  with m aps and appendices and a whole lex i­
con of languages derived , like h is p rin c ip a l m yths, 
fro m  h is avocation a s  a p h ilo lo g is t. One a lso  le a rn s  
to  re lin q u ish  the p e rso n a lity  of th is  quiet O xford don 
who has so en rich ed  both o u r l i te r a tu re  and our liv es  
in th is  age of shoddy w r i te r s  and d is a s tro u s  re je c tio n  
of all tha t is  not m echan ical.
The w orld T olkien s tan d s h e ir  to  is  Ju n g 's  
w orld  of the A rc h e ty p es--an d  to  the G re a t T re e  im ­
p lan ted  at i ts  c e n te r  both he and P ro fe s s o r  K ocher 
have succeeded  in adding s e v e ra l  leav es of in e s tim ­
able value and beauty  which a re  likely  to re m a in  
th e re , im p erish ab ly  g reen .
rev iew ed  by N ancy-Lou P a tte rso n
MORE TOLKIEN EXPLOITATION
Ready, W illiam . The L ord  of the Rings, 
the Hobbit N otes. C oles P ub lish ing  Co. Ltd. 
T oronto , O n t., C anada. 1971 130 pp.
p ap e rb ack
C oles N otes a re  a ra th e r  shoddy s e r ie s  of 
book lets p roduced  in  C anada with s tru g g lin g  high 
schoo l s tuden ts  ch iefly  in  m ind. T hose dealing with 
l i te r a r y  w orks devote the g re a te r  p a r t  of the a v a ila ­
ble pages to su m m ariz in g  the o rig in a l, and w hatever 
p ag es re m a in  to  p e d e s tr ia n  e ssa y s  on the au thor, 
mood, s ty le , and p o ss ib le  exam ination  questions. 
Though often r a th e r  in a c c u ra te , C o les N otes and a 
l i tt le  luck m ay enable a student to avoid so m uch as 
opening the  co v e r of the o rig in a l w ork, m uch to  the
d ism ay  and d isg u st of te a c h e rs .
The p o p u la rity  of T o lk ien 's  w ork am ong young 
people com bined w ith i ts  obvious l i te r a r y  m e rit  has 
m ade his books an id ea l su b jec t fo r high school and 
u n iv e rs ity  c o u rse s , and in due c o u rse  C oles has 
taken  note of th is . The r e s u lt  is  yet ano th er book 
by W illiam  Ready, one of even le s s  w orth  than h is 
The T olkien R elation. F o r  R ead y 's  e a r l ie r  w ork at 
le a s t  has the v ir tu e  of g a th erin g  to g e th e r in fo rm a­
tion  about T olkien not e a s ily  av a ilab le  o th erw ise  to  
the g en e ra l re a d e r .  H ow ever, as  fa r  a s  quality  
goes, C oles would have been b e tte r  adv ised  to  use 
one of th e ir  r e g u la r  hack s, though d oub tless the R e a ­
dy nam e w ill p rove  m o re  econom ically  p ro fitab le .
E ven fo r  C oles N otes th is  is  an in fe r io r  p ro ­
duction. T h ere  a re  two pages of in tro d u c tio n , a page 
and a half of in fo rm atio n  on T olkien, s ix  p ag es of 
"background" which tu rn s  out to  be m ain ly  in te rp r e ­
ta tio n  of what T olkien is  accom plish ing , five pages 
of e s sa y  q u estio n s, and th re e  p ag es of b ib liography . 
T h is leav es  113 p ag es devoted e n tire ly  to  a synopsis  
of The Hobbit and The L ord  of the  R ings, a synopsis  
tha t p ro c eed s  ch a p te r by ch a p te r w ith no in te rp re ta ­
tion , and which co m p le te ly  ig n o res  the A ppendices.
In h is  f i r s t  p a ra g ra p h  Ready in fo rm s us th a t 
T olk ien  p o s te r s  have been la rg e ly  p sy ch ed e lic  and 
th a t th e re  is  a T olkien fanzine ca lled  The P a la n tir , 
the la s t  p re su m a b ly  an e r r o r  fo r  the now extinct 
 I P a la n tir . The r e s t  of the  booklet m ain ta in s  th is  
lev e l of a c cu racy . On sk im m ing  the sy nopsis  I put 
an X in the  m arg in  e v e ry  tim e  I found a s ta tem en t 
th a t w as in  fac tu a l e r r o r  o r  in co m p reh en sib le  in 
light of R ead y 's  so u rc e . The X 's to ta l 43, and I 
su sp ec t th a t th e re  a re  m any e r r o r s  I have m issed . 
F o r  exam ple : Ready in s is ts  th roughout th a t the e - 
ven ts of LotR a re  tak ing  p lace  in the Second Age (pp. 
37, 41, 121), he te l ls  u s th a t it was M erry  that 
looked into the p a la n tir  (p. 39), th a t m ost of the hob­
b its  "had becom e fu rtiv e , d ir ty , and s h if t le s s "  by 
the tim e  the q u e s te rs  re tu rn e d  to  deal with Sarum an 
(p. 41), th a t Bilbo had becom e old and weak by the 
tim e  of h is  111st b irth d ay  (pp. 37, 43), th a t Sam 
G am g ee 's  fa th e r  was a lso  nam ed Sam (p. 44), tha t 
Sarum an had tak en  p o sse ss io n  of th re e  of the D w arf- 
r in g s  (p. 45), th a t the One Ring was lo st in the pools 
of G ladden F ie ld s  (p. 45), th a t R adagast was seeking  
fo r  the Shire in  o rd e r  to  counse l F ro d o  on the th re a t  
of M ordor (p. 58), th a t B eregond was an old m an (p. 
98), and so fo rth .
Nor does he do any b e tte r  when he t r i e s  to  an­
alyze Tolkien. He in s is ts  tha t T o lk ien 's  books " a re  
p r im a r i ly  re lig io u s"  (p. 8) but b rin g s  fo r th  no ev i­
dence fo r  th is  s u rp r is in g  a s se r tio n . He p ronounces 
ex  ca th e d ra  of the books tha t " th e ir  only g rav e  lack 
is  a sen se  of hum or, " a s tag g e rin g  a s s e r tio n . He 
su g g es ts  th a t Smaug is  a sym bol of the m achine 
which has p roved  such a d anger to  our env ironm ent, 
a p a ra l le l  which I find im p o ssib le  to  follow (p. 7).
H is d iscu ss io n  is  not ab so lu te ly  without m e rit .  
He does show how T o lk ien 's  love of n a tu re  pu ts  him  
in sym pathy w ith m odern  ec o lo g is ts , and how he p ro ­
v ides an id ea lized  yet not u n re a lis t ic  im a g in a ry  p ast 
fo r  which one can find m o re  sym pathy than  the re a l  
p a s t fro m  which our u nstab le  in s titu tio n s  have sprung , 
- - th o s e  in s titu tio n s  whose c rum bling  au th o rity  is  so 
evident today . And an ap p a ren tly  r e a l  en th u siasm  fo r 
T o lk ien 's  c rea tio n  does p e rm e a te  th is  sec tion .
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But even in the few p lace s  w here Ready does 
give us som e sen sib le  in sigh t into Tolkien he is  
trip p ed  up by h is confused, w andering, and d isjo in ted  
p ro se  s ty le . T his is  even m ore evident in the synop­
s is  as Ready to r tu re s  language to  avoid quoting. F o r 
exam ple: "The m ountains had n am es, s tra n g e r  in the 
d iv e rse  tongues in which they  w ere  ca lled . " (S tran ­
g e r than w hat?) Among them  was M oria, w here was 
the Black P it, w here dw arves had once w orked, C a r-  
ad h ras , and B undushathur, w here the M isty Mount­
ains divide, and w here was the D im rill Dale tha t the 
Fellow ship  was seeking, th rough  the D im rill S ta ir, 
into the s e c re t  woods to the G rea t R iver, and then 
on into the unknown. " (p. 59 f. ) I t 's  s tran g e  to see 
M oria the B lack P it tu rn ed  into a m o u n ta in --rep lac in g  
C e leb d il/Z ira k -z ig il- -c o n ta in in g  the B lack P it!
Then th e re  is  th is  sen tence: "A dv iso rs of E l- 
rond w ere th e re  a lso , G lorfindel ch ief am ong them , 
and Bilbo, but, m ost of a ll, th e re  was F ro d o . " (p. 57) 
P e rh a p s  the p r iz e  fo r the w o rst sing le sen tence 
would go to: "He pulled out of a tru n k , in a bu rro w - 
room  to which he had re tu rn ed  in v is ib le , n ev e r to  be 
seen  by a hobbit in Hobbiton again, the old cloak and 
hood tha t he had worn in h is adventure fifty" (actually  
s ix ty !) "y e a rs  befo re . " (p. 42 f. )
C o m p le tis ts  w ill want th is  book, but I find it 
hard  to im agine anyone e lse  who w ill, ou tside of i l ­
l i te ra te  high school s tuden ts who would be v ery  poorly  
advised to  put any tru s t  in it. As Ready h im se lf says, 
He (Tolkien) has been bedeviled  by jo u rn a lis ts  and 
o th e rs  s ince the aston ish ing  su cc ess  of his books about 
a hobbit and a rin g . He has been m is re p re se n te d  by 
the p re s s  and p ira te d  by p u b lish ers . C a re le s s  and in ­
excusable e r r o r s  have m a rre d  the w ork of c r i t ic s  and 
re v ie w e rs ."  (p. 1) R eady 's own work alm ost s in g le- 
handedly ju s tif ie s  ev e ry  one of the above ch a rg es .
review ed by J im  A llen
P e r  H e rr  d er R inge,, aus dem  E nglischen  Uber- 
se tz t von M arg are t C arroux /G edich tU bertragungen  
von E. -M. von F reym ann . E rn s t K lett, S tu ttgart, 
1969 & 1970.
Hobbits "liked to  have books filled  with things 
that they a lread y  knew, se t down fa ir  and sq u are  with 
no co n trad ic tions. " F o r  som e p u rp o ses , so do I: m ost 
of all, fo r read ing  in a language I am  try in g  to lea rn . 
The th eo ry  is  tha t the re a d e r  should re ad  a lot of m a­
te r ia l  tha t he knows and re ad s  gladly, keeping en tire ly  
in the language in fron t of him , and read in g  aloud at 
le a s t p a r t  of the tim e . I have a re p o r t on my e x p e ri­
ence with the G erm an edition of The L ord of the R ings.
I should d ec la re  f i r s t  my prev ious experience 
with G erm an, and language study in g en e ra l, and with 
the Tolkien books, so that re a d e r s  m ay judge how my 
experience  m ay apply to  them . My f i r s t  s tru g g les  
with any foreign  language w ere  two y e a rs  of G erm an, 
as a co llege student in 1956-57. L a te r , I took s ta n ­
dard  co u rse s  of one y e a r each in Spanish, F rench , 
and R ussian . I have no lingu istic  g ift—in p a r tic u la r ,
I have slow and stupid e a r s - -b u t  I value the study of 
languages, and I try . F o r som e y e a rs , I re ad  sc ie n ­
tific  a r t ic le s  in G erm an and F ren c h  (m eteorology and 
so il sc ience) and I p assed  the graduate  read in g  exam s 
in those  languages without difficulty . F o r the past 
y ea r and a half, I have sem i-fo rm a lly  re su m ed  my 
study of Spanish in the college w here I teach .
I have been a r e a d e r  of T olkien fo r th re e  y e a rs , 
and have re ad  The Hobbit and The L o rd  of the Rings 
th rough  at le a s t  tw ice , in  addition  to  m uch read in g  at 
whim  in the B allan tine vo lum es th a t a re  alw ays handy.
I find tha t D er H e rr  d e r Ringe su its  m e p e rfec tly , 
both as a T olkien fan and as a le a rn e r  of G erm an . It 
is  exce llen t fo r a long s ittin g  of a few c h a p te rs , giving 
a f re s h n e s s  to  a fa m ilia r  s to ry  th a t I could not get f ro n  
the o rig in a l E ng lish  without a longer lap se  of tim e b e ­
tw een read in g s . T h is  is  a c lo se  tra n s la tio n , and no­
w ise m ere ly  a re te llin g  in G erm an . The c h a ra c te r s  
a ll r in g  tru e , once I get se ttled  in to  read in g  the lan ­
guage.
As a le a rn e r  of G erm an , I find tha t th is  g ives me 
m y b es t long w orkouts. A 'p a s s iv e "  e x e rc is e ,  if you 
in s is t ,  at le a s t com pared  to  g en e ra l co n v ersa tio n  o r  to  
tra n s la tio n , but a usefu l e x e rc is e  tha t has the g re a t 
advantage of being fun.
The books show few tr a c e s  of having com e fro m  
the E nglish . The obvious com m ents and changes o c­
cu r in the re n d e rin g  of T o lk ien 's  appended note 't)n  
T ra n s la tio n . " O therw ise , th e re  a re  few footnotes by 
the t ra n s la to r .  One, on the m eaning of F ro d o 's  c a l­
ling his p a r ty  in honor of B ilb o 's  e lev en ty -seco n d  
b irth d ay  a "Hundredw eight F e a s t ,  " would have been 
a s  in fo rm ative  to  A m erican  r e a d e r s  as to  G erm an.
It is  a challenge to  t r y  to  spot fa lse  re n d e rin g s  in 
the G erm an. N early  alw ays, the t r a n s la to r  is  rig h t, 
and I have m is rem em b ered , o r re a d  c a re le s s ly .  But, 
if my tra c e  of G erm an  blood en title s  me to  show a lit­
tle  pedan try , I w ill point out two p lace s  (in the  p ro se  
p a r t)  w here the m eaning of the E nglish  has not been 
exactly  given.
E lrond  speaks to h is council in the w ords: "T hat 
is  the p u rpose  fo r which you a re  ca lled  h ith e r.
C alled , I say , though I have not ca lled  you to  m e, 
s tra n g e rs  from  d istan t lands. " The G erm an  has it:
"Zu d iesem  Zweck habe ich  Euch h ie rh e r  geru fen . 
G erufen, sage ich, obwohl ic Euch, F rem d e  aus 
fe rn e r  LMndern, n icht zu m ir  g eru fen  habe. " In the 
E nglish , E lrond  m ere ly  u se s  the p ass iv e  fo rm  "you 
a re  ca lled  h ith e r . " He does not, as  in the G erm an , 
f i r s t  say  that he (E lrond) did the ca lling , and then 
c o r re c t  h im self.
Then, in the E nglish , the la s t two lin es  of the 
ch ap te r "The White R ider" a re :
" 'I  see  a g re a t sm oke, ' sa id  L ego las. 'W hat m ay 
tha t be ? '
'B a ttle  and w a r! ' sa id  G andalf. 'R id e  o n ! '"
The G erm an has the la s t com m and as " 'R e ite t z u ! '"  
Now, I 'm  s tra in in g  m y knowledge of G erm an , but it 
seem s to me Gandalf re a l ly  sa id  "Reitet f o r t! "  o r 
"R e ite t w e i te r !" The b a ttle  and w ar a re  away to  the 
W est; the White R ider and his com panions continue 
tow ard  the Golden H all, and do not im m ed ia te ly  rid e  
to w ar.
O verall, how ever, I get the feeling  tha t the book 
is  as  T olkien would have w ritten  it, had he been w r i­
ting  in G erm an.
The books a re  expensive. They c e r ta in ly  m ake 
me ap p rec ia te  my B allan tines m o re . The p rin tin g  
and binding by E rn s t K lett a re  nea tly  and p e rfec tly  
done, as fa r  as  I can te ll ,  and I expect tha t m y copies 
w ill o u tlas t m e. Be that as  it m ay, I w ill have m any 
p leasan t hours read in g  D er H e rr  d e r Ringe.
rev iew ed by Winton Covey
27
